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Madame Daes, thankyou for  the opportunity to speak at this time. 

Greeting to you and your colleagues of  the Working Group. 

Greetings to our Indigenous Elders, and Brothers and Sisters from  all over the world 

Greetings to other participants at this forum. 

Madam Daes, 

Australia and Australians in 1998, face  a stark choice. Our choice is to continue to go down the 
present path of  division and inequity or to choose harmony and justice. 

As we face  up to the real evil that has swept our country in the past two years, this choice has 
never been so tangible (so real) and so immediate. 

Regrettably, social justice and true equity in my country have become things of  the past 

The politics of  division and racial hatred currently drive the political agenda in our country. 

We no longer can rely on our politicians to deliver reconciliation or social justice, to defend  the 
rights of  the poor, the unemployed, people from  non-engtish speaking backgrounds, and in 
particular, Indigenous peoples. 

We have seen our hard won rights of  the previous thirty years evaporate almost over night 
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Nothing so graphically illustrates this as the winding back of  the common law native title rights 
granted to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by the highest court in our land in the 
Mabo decision (1991) and the subsequent Native Title Legislation of  1992. 
This together with a concerted and deliberate attack by the current government on our 
representative bodies (ATSIC) and our most respected leaders, in particular, Mick Dodson and 
Patrick Dodson has left  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples reeling. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. John Howard and the Minister for  Aboriginal Affairs,  Mr. John Herron 
have refused  to renew their commissions, have repeated launched unprovoked attacks, and have 
moved to stop access to funding  in order to undermine and restrict their work for  Indigenous 
human rights. 

The government's attempts to undermined the Dodson's immense standing both national and 
international standing has of  course been unsuccessful. 

The Commonwealth government has not restricted their attacks to the domestic front  and 
Aboriginal peoples. Recently, the Commonwealth has attacked the Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations, Madame Daes and the Draft  declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous 
Peoples. 

In response to an outlandish speech by the leader of  One Nation, which states: 

The  time has come to concentrate  on the dangerously  and  inappropriately  named  Declaration  on 
the Rights ofIndigenous  Peoples. When  signed  this treaty  will  be a permanentfixture  of  division. 
It  will  divide  us not just racially  but geographically.  This  treaty  is a treacherous  sell-out  of  the 
Australian  people. It  is a document  of  such social impact it would  be unimaginable to most 
Australians.  It  will  tear the heart out ofour  country and  deliver  that heart to one of  our smallest 
minority groups. This  treaty  is the initiative of  internationalists  with no loyal  commitment to our 
country or the future  ofour  country. Let no Australia  doubt  the authenticity  or immediacy  of  this 
threat.  The  Aboriginal  industry  helped  developed  this treaty.  ATSIC  has endorse  this and 
released  their own version. We  cannot afford  to deny  the collusion of  Aboriginal  separatists,  the 
UN,  and  the disloyal  and  self-seeking  globalists  in our own midst, 
(end  quote). 

The Australian Prime Minister has responded through in an interview on ABC radio made this 
response, (and I quote): 

Firstly  it is a draft  declaration,  it is therefore  legally  not binding.  It  is not a treaty. 
Secondly,  the Australian  government  has not conspired  as she suggests  to keep it secret from  the 
Australian  public 

We  require a far  more open process.... 

We  have, as a Government, significant  reservations  about the Draft  Declaration. 
We  have not approved  it. 



We  are not in the business oftrying  to tear the heart of  the A ustralian  nation. 

The ethos of  a fair  go, which characterises our nation begs the question for  whom ? 

Recently, the Governor General of  Australia, said (and I quote): 

/  weep for  my country 

This walking away by the government from  our rights and the reconciliation process has created 
a situation where words fail  me. 

I have a swirling image of  a nation struggling schizophrenically with its truth, its history, its 
future,  and its spirituality and its soul. 

The saving grace of  this sorry story is the phenomenon which we refer  to as the peoples 
movement - the Reconciliation process. 

With the handing down on the Bringing  Them  Home  report by the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission, a report that details the genocidal practice of  the stealing and forced 
removals of  as many as 100,000 Indigenous children. 

A line has been deeply and permanently etched in the sand of  the Australian consciousness. 
Australians can no longer say We  didn't  know. 

The Australian government has steadfastly  refused  the apologise for  this practice on behalf  of 
the Australian people, although these removals occurred under the democratically elected 
governments of  the day. 

However, many non-Indigenous Australians, institutions, and churches have taken die initiative 
to apologised directly to Aboriginal people. 

Ova* 1,000,000 non-Indigenous Australians have signed Sorry  Books  which have been 
presented to Aboriginal people, in hundred of  moving and healing ceremonies thoroughout our 
land on the first  anniversary the release of  the Stolen Generations report 

A National day, sadly, not embraced by our government 

With domestic dialogue all but not existent, the international stage has become vitally important 
to Indigenous Australians. A instructive and urgent request to the Working Group is that you 
pay close attention to the Australian situation and monitor the regression of  Indigenous human 
rights. 

I also respectfully  request that efforts  be intensified  regarding the passage of  the draft 
Declaration through the United Nations system, with its integrity intact 



I have faith  in the decency of  the many Australians who now support our cause. They are 
stand with us against Racism. Racism is so degrading - it diminishes those who feel  it and it 
hurts those who it is directed against 

Racism is so degrading that it must always shock ! 

We must never allow ourselves to stop feeling  that shock - to do so is to die inside ! 

Governments come and go and in the end it is we, the people who must live together. 

The only real choice is to live together - die alternative is too abhorrent to contemplate. 


